
         U.S. History -- DeNardo 
 

American Foreign Policy:  1890 -1920 
 During this unit, the primary focus will be the growth of United States influence across the world that took 

place roughly a century ago.  The events under study were happening approximately at the same time as events 

discussed in our last unit on the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, but the focus is now on foreign policy.  For 

background, we will first briefly examine U.S. expansion across North America during the middle of the 19th Century 

(known popularly as “Manifest Destiny”).  We will analyze how this earlier expansion set the stage for the growth of 

American involvements overseas during the early 20th  century.   

 As the United States grew into an economic giant during the “Gilded Age” of the late 19th Century, many 

Americans increasingly looked abroad for raw materials and markets to sell manufactured products.  Economics was a 

primary motivator for the U.S. involvement in Latin America and Asia during this period.  Social and political factors 

were also influential as various U.S. leaders sought to increase American prestige and power across the world.  

Eventually, as American businesses pursued trade and profits abroad, the U.S. military became involved in several 

international conflicts.  Foremost among the military interventions of the era were wars with European nations (the 

Spanish-American War & World War I).  These U.S. foreign involvements of the early 20th Century signaled a new era 

of American intervention overseas that have had repercussions into our modern times.  During this unit, we will 

explore the following “Essential Questions”:  
 

 

How and why did the U.S. become a world power in the early 20th Century? 

 

What were the impacts of early 20th Century U.S. expansionism on the lives of people overseas and in America? 

 

 

HW #3:  Pages 280-309  --  Due Fri. 10/25: 
1) What were the key reasons why many Americans supported imperialism in the late 1800s, and how did Alfred  

     Mahan’s views support the push toward imperialism? 

2) Explain how and why the United States annexed Hawaii in the late 1800’s. 

3) How did yellow journalism and the U.S.S. Maine lead to U.S. involvement in the Spanish-American War, and   

    explain what happened to Puerto Rico & Cuba following the Spanish-American War. 
4) Discuss why Filipinos went to war against American soldiers in the early 1900’s and the effects of that war. 

5) Why was creating a canal through Panama seen as important, and how did the U.S. gain control of the Canal Zone? 

6) What was Roosevelt’s “Corollary” and Wilson’s “Missionary Diplomacy” and how did they affect Latin American  

     nations? 

 

 

HW #4:  Pages 320-331;  341-344 and 349-355)  -- Due Wed. 10/30: 
1) What were three main factors that caused the U.S. to end its neutrality and enter World War I? 

2) Discuss what American soldiers experienced during the year the U.S. was at war, including the draft,   

    training, and fighting “over there.” 

3) What impact did the W.W.I  have on African Americans and women? 

4) What were Pres. Wilson’s “14 Points” and how impactful were they on what became the final Treaty of Versailles? 

5) What factors lead to the U.S. not joining the League of Nations created by the Treaty of Versailles following WWI? 

 

 

Unit Assignments: 
Text HW: Due Fri. 10/25 

American Expansion Presentations:  Mon. 10/28 and Tues. 10/29 

Text HW: Due Wed. 10/30 

WWI Debates:  Fri. 11/1 and Mon. 11/4 

Unit Test:  Wed. 11/6 

 

 


